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F_CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

1. The following changes in Soviet policy in the Latvian SSR have been
noticeable since Stalin's death:

a.. There has been an effort to destroy the cult of personality, both
among the ruling class and among the workers. All candidates for
prominent posts must now prove themselves to be efficlent and
obedient workers. The latter trend has been particularly in
evidence since the summer of 1954,

b, The campaign against "bourgeois nationalisum" has not slackened,
but it has become more sophisticated. A greater number of
latvians have been appointed to high posts, but, since all of
them are dle-hard Communists, no greater latvian freedom within
the Russian grip has resulted. The bulk of all ministerial posts
are still filled by Russians.

c. The Eremlin is perceptibly trying to please the letvian nation.
Evidence of this can be sean in the following measures effected
by the Soviet leaders in Moscow: the reduction of taxes on agri-
culture, reductions in the State Loan, and a mitigation of the
regime under which political prisoners live.l

2. Tollowing are details on a number of security ministers in the Letvian
SSR during recent years:

a. Arnolds Eglitis, a latvian who was Minister of Internal Affairs,
wag dismissed in January 1951 becausg he had failed in his task
of crushing "bourgeois nationalism".“ He was not punished, and
is still living in Riga on his pension.

b, A. A. Noviks, Minister of State Security, was dlsmissed in March
1953 for the same reason as Eglitis. Noviks was not punlshed;

he was merely demoted. He is now Deputy for Cadre Affairs in the
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in the Ministry of Agriculturs in Rign,
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Kovelchuk, & non-Iatvizn, wes Hinister of Intern:l Affcirs from

Merch until June 1953.3 In Ietwis, it is commonly bslieved trat

Kovaelchuk was dismissed because he made no progress in destroing

the national underground ﬁovenent snd hecsuse he hed been assoclsted

with Lavrentiy P. Beriyn.

1. D. Zujans, o Intvian who succesded Kovnlchuk as Kinister of
Internal Affairs in June 1953
Yo was formerly employed in the MGB in Riga, :»nd was chl.ef or the
sccurity troops at Abrene in 1946,

Veveris, a Russo-letvian, was appainied chairiea of the newly-formed
KGB in the spring of 1954,
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1. Although the State Loan wes reduced shortly «fter Stalin's
death, it was restored to its former level ir 1955, However,
thess temporary reductions, as well as the other ameliorntive
measures |were not confined to the 25X1
latvien SSR; they were effected througtout the Soviet Union.

2. According to information from the Sovist rress, Eglitis's
first name and patronymic ars Avgust Pstrcvich.

3e @kolay Kuzmicaxovalchxﬂc had previously held severul ime-
portent State Security posts elsewhers than in the Latvian
SSR.

4, It is unlikely thrt any organized uvaderground movement existed
in the letvien SSR as of 1933.
'
5. According to informetion from the Soviet press, Veverir e
first neme and vatronymic are Jaun Janovich.
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